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Background and Mission

The Georgia School of Preaching and Biblical Studies (GSOP) first opened its doors on
September 13, 1999. Since that day, our school has helped train hundreds of workers
for the Kingdom of God. GSOP students - both current and former - as well as our
graduates, faithfully serve in congregations in a variety of places around the world.
Our principal aim is to serve and help strengthen the church in Georgia. With many
areas of Georgia lacking a presence of the Lord’s church, our challenge is clear and ever
present.
As our name implies, the Georgia School of Preaching and Biblical Studies is a school
of preaching. First and foremost, we exist to train preachers. Our goal is to commit
God’s truth to faithful men who, in turn, will be able to teach others (2 Timothy 2:2).
Additionally, we are a School of Biblical Studies. Part of our mission is to, “equip the
saints for the work of ministry...” (Ephesians 4:11-12). Our school is open to all
regardless of age, level of Bible knowledge, gender, race, denominational affiliation, or
educational background.
Being firmly rooted in the churches of Christ, GSOP does not embrace denominational
doctrines, false teachings, or human creeds. We believe the Bible to be the Holy Spirit
inspired Word of God, and our instructors teach and defend The Scriptures without
hesitation or apology (2 Timothy 3:15-16).
GSOP does not assume the right nor responsibility of speaking for our brotherhood. As
the Bible stipulates, each congregation of the Lord’s church is autonomous. Therefore,
we defer to individual elderships and congregations for statements or explanations of
their respective stances regarding matters of doctrine and policy - with the Bible being
understood as the final authority in all such matters.
The GSOP network of campuses scattered throughout Georgia and the southeast is
overseen by the respective elderships where campuses are located. The work of the
GSOP Director is overseen by the elders of the Piedmont Road church of Christ, in
Marietta, Georgia. His work involves that of a support, organizational, and facilitator
who assists each of the campus directors and overseeing elderships. Though minor
differences may exist between campuses in terms of class schedules and other
operational items, the stated focus, purpose, and mission of GSOP remains uniform
throughout.
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Faculty and Staff
Director
The Director is responsible for the overall operation of the GSOP system. His duties
include establishing and helping to oversee both main and satellite campuses, the
operation and maintenance of the school’s website (www.gsoponline.org), all record
keeping associated with transcripts and miscellaneous databases, publicity and
marketing, congregational relations, coordination of online instruction, coordination of
the annual commencement and GSOP Bible Lectureship, serving as an adjunct
instructor when needed, as well as the support of all campus directors in the GSOP
system. The Director is overseen by the elders of the host congregation for GSOP, the
Piedmont Road church of Christ, in Marietta, Georgia.

Campus Directors
Campus Directors for GSOP oversee the daily operation of their respective campuses.
Their duties include scheduling classes and instructors, recruiting students and
instructors, ordering textbooks, publicity and marketing, record-keeping, serving as a
class instructor and substitute instructor when needed, as well as various other
administrative duties.

Instructors
GSOP Instructors are faithful Christians. Each one brings to the classroom a wealth of
knowledge, an outstanding resume’ of academic preparation, a legacy of faithfulness
and diligence in their service to God, and a deep love for the church, the Word, and
preaching. Most GSOP Instructors hold graduate degrees, and each one has either
preached or served in other related facets of ministry for many years. Our Instructors
make every effort to be helpful, respectful, challenging, encouraging, and genuinely
concerned about each student. In addition to teaching, our instructors are encouraged
to act as ambassadors for GSOP in their respective congregations. They assist the local
Campus Director in recruiting students, record-keeping, and other duties that may
arise. A pictorial roster of our instructors may be found on the GSOP website
(www.gsoponline.org).

Volunteers
GSOP welcomes any and all volunteers that assist local Campus Directors in various
ways. There are no specific educational or experiential requirements for someone who
wishes to volunteer their services. Volunteers help in a variety of ways ranging from
serving meals to assisting Campus Directors with administrative duties. Please contact
the local GSOP Campus Director if you wish to serve in a volunteer capacity. Your
willingness to assist us is greatly appreciated.
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Academics
Certificates and Credits
The Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies offers two primary paths of study
and achievement: the Biblical Studies Certificate and the Preaching Certificate. Both
certificates require thirty-six (36) hours of earned academic credit.
The Biblical Studies Certificate path of study allows the student to choose any course in
our curriculum in satisfying the required thirty-six hours of study. The more focused
Preaching Certificate path requires students to take at least sixteen (16) of the required
thirty-six (36) hours from a core group of preaching/ministry related courses. These
courses are listed later in this handbook.
All courses are structured and assessed the appropriate number of credit hours by the
faculty and staff of GSOP. Courses offer either one or two (1-2) hours of academic credit
depending on the nature and volume of material to be covered. All courses are thirteen
(13) weeks in duration, with the exception of selected courses which may be conducted
in a seven (7) week short-course format.
Courses may be taken for credit or audit. In order to earn credit hours for GSOP
courses, academic requirements set by the individual instructor must be fulfilled. These
routinely involve written examinations, class project(s), attendance requirements, and
other assessments determined by the course instructor. Those choosing to audit courses
are not obligated to fulfill these academic requirements.
Academic requirements are specified on individual course syllabi given by the
instructor at the beginning of each quarter. Specific questions should be directed to the
course instructor.

Online Instruction
The Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies offers online instruction via our
school website (www.gsoponline.org). Online courses are archived on the website for
the student’s convenience, and may be taken at any time. Those students wishing to
take GSOP online courses for credit are required to complete at least one proctored
session with the course instructor or a designated substitute.
Registration for online instruction is to be completed before beginning the courses, and
may be done via the GSOP website.
Selected campuses of GSOP offer live streaming of courses, with sessions archived for a
short period of time after the actual class has been conducted. Please consult the
campus of your choice to verify if this option is offered. The Marietta campus offers
streaming of all courses in its schedule. Please contact the Marietta Campus Director
for more information on these sessions.
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Academics
Grading
GSOP employs a standard grading system for courses being taken for credit. The
system is as follows:
A - 100-90
B - 89-80
C - 79-70
D - 69-60
F - 59I - Incomplete
Instructors are given the liberty to enforce a more stringent grading curve than the
general grading system if they so choose. For instance, a particular instructor may
choose to limit an “A” grade to a scale of 100-95, or a “B” to 94-89, etc. The instructor
must indicate an alternate grading scale on the course syllabus, or at the beginning of a
new quarter.
A grade of “F” (Failing) is considered as final, and will appear as such on the student’s
GSOP permanent record and transcript. A grade of “I” (Incomplete) may be erased
from a student’s permanent record upon completion of class work and/or assignments
within a time period specified by the instructor. If such requirements are not met, the
student will receive a final grade of “F” (Failing) for the course.
If a student begins a course with the stated intention of earning credit hours for the
course, any re-classification of the student’s status to “audit” must be done within the
first three weeks of the course. The student is responsible for notifying the instructor of
any desired change in status within this time period. In the event of a hardship
circumstance, instructors and directors may allow a more relaxed window of time for
the completion of class work and/or the assignment of a final course grade.
Class participation plays an important part in the student’s course grade. GSOP
enforces attendance standards in courses taken for credit. Thus, if a student is absent
from more than four class sessions, unless the absences are due to an extreme hardship
situation, he/she will be required to re-take the course at a later time. Students are
asked to notify instructors in advanced of anticipated absences from class.
All course grades will be posted on the “Academics” section of the GSOP website.
Some Instructors may also choose to notify students of final course grades by e-mail, or
in writing.
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Academics
Accreditation & Transfer Credits
The Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies does not offer degrees or other
certifications accredited by any secular education association or governing body (e.g.,
SACS). GSOP course hours that are earned for credit (not audit) are transferable to
select colleges and universities affiliated with churches of Christ. GSOP will accept, on
a per case basis, credit hours earned from selected schools of preaching and other
institutions of higher learning.

Transcripts
Requests for Official GSOP Student Transcripts should be directed to the campus office
or Campus Director where the credit was earned. Please allow sufficient time for these
requests to be processed. Unofficial transcripts may be obtained electronically by
utilizing the transcript generator link on the GSOP website.
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Curriculum
Preaching Certificate

Biblical Studies Certificate

Introduction to New Testament (R)
Problems Facing the Church (R)
Introduction to Research and
Composition (R)
Leadership in the Local Church (R)
Denominational Doctrines (S)
Introduction to Old Testament (S)
Preparation & Delivery of Sermons I, II (R)
Introduction to Greek I, II (R)
Introduction to Hebrew I, II (S)
The Life & Work of a Preacher I, II (R)
Hermeneutics (R)
Scheme of Redemption (R)
Christian Evidences & Apologetics (S)
Church History I, II (S)
Christian Counseling (S)
Evangelism (R)
Youth Ministry (S)
Preacher & His Finances (S)
The Life & Work of a Missionary (S)
The New Testament Church in
the Modern World (S)

Ezekiel
Daniel
Romans
Galatians
Revelation
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians
History of Israel 1-2
James
1-2 Peter
Epistles of John & Jude
1-2 Thessalonians
1-2 Timothy
Titus
Religions of the World
Isaiah
Jeremiah & Lamentations
Job
Proverbs & Ecclesiastes
Hebrews
Between The Testaments
Prison Epistles 1 (Ephesians & Philippians)
Prison Epistles 2 (Colossians & Philemon)
Genesis
Acts of the Apostles
Synoptic Gospels
Exodus
Numbers
Deuteronomy
Psalms & Song of Solomon
Hosea, Joel & Amos
Obadiah, Jonah, & Micah
Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah
Haggai, Zechariah & Malachi
Gospel of John
The Godhead
Life of Christ – His Pre-Existence & Earthly
Life
Lands & Culture of Bible Times (formerly Bible Geography)
World Religions

(“R” - Required)

(“S” - Suggested)
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Curriculum
• Students working toward the Preaching Certificate must complete the courses
designated as “Required.”
• To satisfy the remainder of the required thirty six (36) credit hours, Preaching
Certificate students may choose any “Suggested” (S) course from the Preaching
Certificate core path, or ANY course from the Biblical Studies Certificate core path.
• Biblical Studies core path courses may not be substituted for Required (“R”)
Preaching Certificate courses.
• Course credit for Bible or related courses obtained at other schools of preaching,
colleges, universities, or seminaries is transferable to GSOP, based on the
compatibility of the course with GSOP curriculum.
• CLEP (College Level Examination Program): There are no CLEP provisions related to
GSOP courses. For credit to be received for a particular course, the requirements
must be satisfactorily fulfilled through: 1) Real-time effort; or, 2) Transfer of
compatible course hours from an approved school of preaching, college, university,
or seminary.
• Selected courses that are normally designated for One (1) Hour of academic credit
may be augmented to offer two (2) hours of credit – at the Instructor’s and/or
Campus Director’s discretion. The additional hour of credit may be earned through
the following means: 1) Selections of Outside Readings; 2) Research Paper(s); 3)
Additional Class Projects (designed by the Instructor and approved by the local
Campus Director).
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Course Descriptions
The following GSOP course descriptions include a synopsis of:
1) Course content.
2) Requirements for those taking the course for credit.
3) Textbooks previously used in the course (consult the course Instructor for the
textbook(s) currently required).
4) Credit hours earned in the course.
Please consult the GSOP website (www.gsoponline.org) for course schedules, or contact
the respective campus that you plan to attend.
(“S” – Course is “Suggested”; “R” – Course is “Required” – For attaining a GSOP
Preaching Certificate.)
Selected courses have dual designation for Preaching Certificate (PC) and/or Biblical
Studies Certificate (BSC) requirements. Instructors will explain in the course syllabus
how these two designations will apply, especially as they pertain to course workload
and requirement for each designation.
Students are always advised to consult the course Instructor for a detailed explanation
of the respective course’s requirements, including any changes that may have occurred
following the publishing of this catalogue.

Acts of the Apostles
Study relating text as a bridge between Gospels and epistles. Comparisons made between
ministries of Paul and Peter, with special emphasis on the text as an apologia for A.D. 70. Other
emphases include: Acts as a fulfillment of Mark 16:15-20; the Holy Spirit’s indwelling; the
growth and prosperity of the early church; the inclusion of the Gentiles in the Gospel promise.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or critical book
review).
Texts: Acts of the Apostles, J. W. Roberts
Credit: 2 Hours

Between The Testaments
Chronological and topical study of the 400 years between Malachi and Matthew. Emphasis is
given to historical figures, nations, and developments that led to the coming of Christ, the
establishment of the church, and the eventual spread of the Gospel to the world.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: Between the Testaments, Ferrell Jenkins
Credit: 1 Hour
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Course Descriptions
Christian Counseling (S)
Students will learn and acquire basic counseling skills needed in church settings. Topics
addressed include: counseling within the congregation, basic introduction to counseling
principles and concepts, differences between pastoral, professional, pre-marital, marital, family,
church, and grief counseling. Emphasis will also be given on making referrals as well as legal
and ethical issues. Note: This course is not intended to prepare the student for a career or
professional licensure in counseling.
Requirements (Credit): Class projects, final review.
Texts: Christian Counseling – A Comprehensive Guide, Gary R. Collins
Credit: 1 Hour

Christian Evidences & Apologetics (S)
Study of major, classical arguments for the existence of God. Related sub-topics include:
unbelief (varieties and causes), "problem" of evil, responses to key evolutionary arguments and
"evidences." Segment of course will focus on debate and other necessary skills related to the
defense of one’s faith.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, weekly memory verse quizzes,
participation, attendance.
Texts: Rock Solid Faith-How to Build It; A Scientific Case for Creation, Bert Thompson
Credit: 2 Hours

Church History 1 (S)
Study of the church from its pre-existent state as a plan in the mind of God to the period of the
falling away of the church beginning in 313 A.D. Attention will also be given to the fallen
period of the church, and the developments which led up to the Reformation and Restoration
movements.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project, class participation and
attendance.
Texts: History of the Christian Church, Philip Schaff
Credit: 2 Hours

Church History 2 (S)
Study of the church with an overview of events leading to and through both the Reformation
(1500 A.D.) and Restoration Movement (1906 A.D.). Examination of major problems faced by
the church during its restoration, various attempts at restoration, major digressions from
restoration, as well as literature, dates, and important figures from the Restoration Movement.
Some emphasis will also be given to the major schools and colleges associated with the
Restoration Movement.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, term assignment reports, historical
excursion, participation, attendance.
Texts: The Search for the Ancient Order, Earl I. West
Credit: 2 Hours
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Course Descriptions
1 Corinthians
Detailed verse-by-verse study of text. Related discussion of various introductory matters
(authorship, dating, etc.), current day applications, difficult passages, and associated false
doctrines.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, quizzes, class notes, participation,
attendance.
Texts: A Commentary on 1st Corinthians, Wayne Jackson
Credit: 1 Hour

2 Corinthians
Textual study giving particular attention to the relationship of Paul to the church at Corinth,
and the unique issues and problems in this congregation that Paul addresses. Students examine
Paul's exhortations and commands regarding the church, and his emphasis on pivotal doctrines
such as giving and church discipline.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, research paper, notebook, participation,
attendance.
Texts: TBA
Credit: 1 Hour

Denominational Doctrines (S)
Study of major denominational teachings such as: faith only, pre- millennialism, miraculous
gifts, instrumental music, role of women in the church, etc. Denominational origins, creeds, and
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, research paper, notebook, participation,
attendance.
Texts: Denominational Doctrines, Rod Rutherford
Credit: 1 Hour

Deuteronomy
Textual study of the last book of the Pentateuch particularly as the canonical link to the
Prophets. Emphasis will be paid to the high number of quotations in the New Testament, and
to the concept of Law as it relates to Israel and the church in modern times.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, research paper/sermon outlines, class
participation, attendance.
Texts: Commentary on Deuteronomy, James Burton Coffman
Credit: 2 Hours

Epistles of John & Jude
An exegetical and expositional study of the Johannine Epistles & Jude. Attention given to a
number of introductory issues (background, authorship, date, priority, purpose and occasion)
as a means of understanding the content and message of each epistle. Emphasis will be placed
on understanding the distinctive theological contribution (mainly Christological and
Soteriological) these epistles make to the development of New Testament theology.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, research paper/sermon outlines, class
participation, attendance.
Texts: The Epistles of John, John R.W. Stott; II Peter & Jude, John McArthur, Jr.
Credit: 1 Hour
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Course Descriptions
Evangelism (R)
Examination of various methods of evangelism including: personal evangelism, tract and
written material methodologies, electronic, mass media, etc. Emphasis in personal evangelism
will be placed on cultivating interest and relationships, effective settings, and establishment of
Bible authority in problematic areas of study that frequently cause disagreement.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, research paper/sermon outlines, class
participation, attendance.
Texts: The Gospel & Personal Evangelism, Mark Dever; Evangelism Made Personal, Mark A.
Copeland
Credit: 1 Hour

Exodus
Study seeking understanding of text in its historical and literary contexts, while gaining
familiarity with the critical issues of the book. Effort will be given to tracing the use of parallels
and motifs throughout the rest of the Bible.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines on the book of Exodus, class participation,
attendance.
Texts: Exploring Exodus: The Heritage of Biblical Israel, Nahum M. Sarna
Credit: 1

Ezekiel
Study of major themes, apocalyptic passages, and historical setting of book. Parallels will be
made to language found in other apocalyptic writings in Scripture. Practical, contemporary
application will be examined regarding timeless truths taught in the text.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines, class participation, attendance.
Texts: Ezekiel-Daily Study Bible Old Testament, Peter C. Craigie
Credit: 1

Galatians
An exegetical study of the text of Galatians with emphasis upon Paul's treatment of pivotal
themes including law, grace, the non-advantage of Jew over Gentile, and faith.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines, class participation, attendance.
Texts: Commentary on Galatians: Law vs. Grace, C.R. Stam; Paul's Letter To The Galatians: A
Verse By Verse Commentary, Robert C. Brock
Credit: 1

Genesis
A careful examination of Genesis as a book of beginnings - of creation, man, woman, the
Sabbath, marriage, family, work, sin, murder, sacrifice, races, languages, culture, civilization
and redemption.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines, class participation, attendance.
Texts: Genesis, James Burton Coffman
Credit: 2 Hours
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Course Descriptions
The Godhead
Study of the triune concept of God. Special attention given to identity, characteristics and
function of each member of the Godhead. Examination of the Divine Nature, and how it is
shared between all members of the Godhead. Attacks on the triune nature of God will be
identified and discussed.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines, class participation, attendance.
Texts: The Timeless Trinity for the Ceaseless Centuries, Roy H. Lanier, Sr.
Credit: 1 Hour

Haggai, Zechariah & Malachi
Exegetical, verse by verse study of the prophetic books. Particular attention will be paid to
their significance leading into the period between the testaments and the final days of
Israel/Judah as a nation.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, sermon outlines/research paper, class participation,
attendance.
Texts: A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Homer Hailey; Amos & Malachi, H.D.M. Spence
& Joseph Exell
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Hebrews
Verse by verse study of the text and all related issues. Special emphasis on the superiority and
priesthood of Christ. Other areas of emphasis will include: authorship, contrast of old and new
covenants, and examination of material unique to the latter.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, homework assignments, class participation, attendance.
Texts: Hebrews, Robert Milligan (Gospel Advocate Commentary Series, 1950).
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Hermeneutics (R)
A study of the science of interpretation, primarily as it regards the biblical text. Various
approaches to exegesis and analysis will be discussed and evaluated. Particular attention is
paid to the ongoing hermeneutic debate among churches of Christ. Course goal is to lay a
foundation so that personal application and accurate presentation of the Scriptures is enabled
and enhanced.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, outside reading assignments, class attendance &
participation.
Texts: Hermeneutics, E.R. Dungan; You Can Understand Your Bible, T. Norton Sterrett
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

History of Israel 1 (Joshua – 1st Samuel 7)
An exegetical and theological study of Israel’s early days as a nation. Attention will be paid to
the conquest of Canaan as well as the first days of Israel’s being governed as a monarchy.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project (research paper or critical book review).
Texts: The Books of History, James E. Smith; Joshua, James Burton Coffman
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)
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Course Descriptions
History of Israel 2 (1 Samuel 8 – 2 Chronicles)
Textual study which includes an extensive focus on background and introductory issues, as
well as God’s role in the history of Israel as a nation.
Requirements (Credit): Class outlines, research paper, attendance.
Texts: Israel From Conquest To Exile, John Whitcomb, John J. Davis
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Hosea, Joel & Amos
An introduction to the twelve minor prophets. Textual study of the first three books in this
category. Careful emphasis on historical context and background of each. Preaching from the
prophets in modern settings will also be discussed.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, readings from text and selected commentaries, attendance.
Texts: A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Homer Hailey
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Introduction to Greek I (R)
Greek alphabet, vocabulary, grammar, and verb/noun identification are key elements of this
course. Class time will be interactive as the student learns to read, write, and speak elementary
Greek. Translation from both the Gospel and Epistles of John will highlight the final weeks of
class.
Requirements: Weekly quiz, mid-term exam, final exam, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Essentials of New Testament Greek, Ray Summers
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Introduction to Greek II (R)
Declension and translation exercises designed to aid student in identifying nouns, verbs,
participles, idioms, and more advanced elements of New Testament Greek. Translation of 1st2nd Peter will highlight final weeks of class.
Requirements: Weekly quiz, mid-term exam, final exam, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Essentials of New Testament Greek, Ray Summers; The Greek New Testament, Kurt
Aland, Matthew Black, Carlo Martini, Bruce Metzger, Allen Wikgren
Credit: 2 Hours

Introduction to Hebrew I (S)
Basic introductory course. Emphases include the Hebrew alphabet, grammar, vocabulary, and
foundational principles in translation. Student will attain elementary knowledge and skills
necessary for referencing Hebrew in sermons, lessons, and individual study.
Requirements: Weekly quiz, mid-term exam, final exam, class attendance and participation.
Texts: A Basic Introduction to Biblical Hebrew, Hackett
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)
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Course Descriptions
Introduction to Hebrew II (S)
Continuation of Introduction to Hebrew I course. Emphases include review of material from
prior course, advanced vocabulary and grammar, and more extensive work in translation of the
biblical text.
Requirements: Weekly quiz, mid-term exam, final exam, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Basics of Biblical Hebrew Grammar [Second Edition Only], Gary Pratico and
Miles Van Pelt; Basics of Biblical Hebrew Workbook [Second Edition Only], Gary Pratico and
Miles Van Pelt
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Introduction to New Testament (R)
A study of each New Testament document, with emphasis on critical issues such as authorship,
textual integrity, and purpose for writing.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project (research paper of critical book review).
Texts: An Introduction to the New Testament, D.A. Carson
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Introduction to Old Testament (S)
Scientific study of the literature and text of the Old Testament. Primary areas of focus will be as
follows: language, inspiration, canonicity, authenticity, authority and content. Special emphasis
given to textual problems.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, research paper, notebook, class attendance and
participation.
Texts: A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, Gleason L. Archer
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Introduction to Research & Composition (R)
This course teaches the student how to do research in a church or theologically oriented library,
and how to construct sermon or lesson outlines. Elementary techniques of writing and
formulation of thought and information are a secondary focus.
Requirements (Credit): Weekly homework assignments, research paper, one exam.
Texts: God’s Gift of Language – C, Phyllis Rand, Elements of Style, William Strunk, Jr.; How to
Write a Sermon or Bible Class Outline, Sonny Childs
Credit: 1 Hour

Isaiah
Introduction to the Major Prophets. Textual survey of the book, with particular focus on Jewish
captivity, Jesus, and the church.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, selected reading assignments from the text, class
attendance and participation.
Texts: Exposition of Isaiah, H.C. Leupold
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)
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Course Descriptions
James
A textual study with careful emphasis on matters of everyday Christian living. Focus will
range from the background of the letter, the author, and the original audience, to modern
application of the text.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project, class attendance and participation.
Texts: James, Robert Taylor
Credit: 1 Hour

1-2 Peter
A textual study of each epistle. Careful examination and contrast of background, as well as
differences in style and content.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Studies in 1-2 Peter & Jude, Dub McClish
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Jeremiah & Lamentations
Textual study of the prophetic books. The life and work of Jeremiah as pertains to the writing
of these books as well as his preaching will be a focus.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, selected reading assignments from the text, class
attendance and participation.
Texts: Handbook on the Prophets, Robert B. Chisolm; Jeremiah and Lamentations: An
Introduction and Commentary, R. K. Harrison
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Job
Emphasis in this chapter by chapter course on the authenticity of the account, its authorship,
and the modern applications that should be made regarding the following: role/activity of
Satan in the world, providence and suffering, ministering to those who are grieving and
suffering, and the evidences for God’s existence and His work in the created order.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Job, Gerald H. Wilson; Beyond Suffering: Discovering the Message of Job, Layton Talbert
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Lands & Culture of Bible Times (formerly Bible Geography)
A study of the geography and culture of the, “Holy Lands,” of the Bible. Particular attention
will be placed on how the geography relates to the events which took place in the ancient
world.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: Manners & Customs of Bible Times, Ralph Gower; Baker’s Bible Atlas, Charles F. Pfieffer
Credit: 1 Hour
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Course Descriptions
The Life & Work of a Missionary (S)
Practical study of the life and work of a missionary. Both foreign and domestic missions will be
covered. Areas of emphasis will include: choosing the correct overseeing eldership and place to
work, the survey trip, raising and maintaining financial support, the importance of learning
and assimilating into a culture, learning customs and languages, working as part of a mission
team, reporting to overseeing and supporting churches, overcoming obstacles, training
indigenous co-workers, attending to the personal needs of the missionary and his family.
Requirements: Final exam, research paper, notebook, class attendance and participation.
Texts: They Shall Mount Up With Wings Like Eagles, Robert H. Martin
Credit: 1 Hour

The Life & Work of a Preacher/Evangelist 1 (R)
Primary focus involves the Scriptural duties and responsibilities of the person and his family.
The additional concerns addressed include: congregational and leadership relationships,
various duties such as visitation and counseling, officiating weddings and funerals, financial
concerns, the preacher’s office, library, and continuing education.
Requirements: Final exam, research paper, notebook, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Man of God: Essays on the Life and Work of a Preacher, Shaun D. Mathis
Credit: 1 Hour

The Life & Work of a Preacher/Evangelist 2 (R)
Continuation of material covered in initial course. Emphases include: working in large or small
congregations, working with no eldership in place, working in various demographics such as
metropolitan/urban or small rural areas, working as a “tentmaker” or as a “part-time” or
self/secularly supported preacher/evangelist, serving as an elder or deacon in addition to
being a preacher/evangelist.
Requirements: Final exam, research paper, notebook, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Man of God: Essays on the Life and Work of a Preacher, Shaun D. Mathis
Credit: 1 Hour

Life of Christ – His Pre-Existence & Earthly Life
Survey of the prophets, gospels, and all other inspired texts that show the complete picture of
the identity of Christ, His pre-existent role, His incarnate role, and His current role in the
providence of God’s workings among mankind.
Requirements (Credit): Two exams, class project, class attendance and participation.
Texts: Life and Times of Jesus The Messiah, Alfred Edersheim
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Nahum, Habakkuk & Zephaniah
Textual survey of the books. Careful emphasis on historical context and personal life of each
prophet. Additional attention will be paid to preaching from these prophetic books in today’s
world.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Homer Hailey
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)
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Course Descriptions
The New Testament Church In The Modern World (S)
Thorough study of the organization & design, worship, daily life, and purpose of the church.
Focus will include the role of women, youth, seniors, special events (e.g., gospel meetings, VBS,
retreats, etc.) and the function of special groups within the church (e.g., committees, roles not
designated in Scripture).
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project, class participation and
attendance.
Texts: The Church of Christ, Ed Wharton
Credit: 1 Hour

Numbers
A verse by verse study of the book, with a view to understanding its historical context,
theology, and application for today.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: TBD
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

Obadiah, Jonah, & Micah
Textual survey of the books. Careful emphasis on historical context and personal life of each
prophet. Additional attention will be paid to preaching from these prophetic books in today’s
world.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: A Commentary on the Minor Prophets, Homer Hailey
Credit: 1 Hour (BSC); 2 Hours (PC)

The Preacher & His Finances (S)
Practical study of the unique fiscal and stewardship issues that preachers encounter. Topics
covered will include: IRS tax filings and exemptions, 1099 issues, retirement and savings,
parsonage allowances and deductions, charitable giving, and wills.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project.
Texts: TBD
Credit: 1 Hour

Preparation & Delivery of Sermons 1 (R)
Focus is on providing a practical framework for the preparation and delivery of sermons.
Assimilation of appropriate methods and materials will be covered. Presentations including
sermons, classes, weddings funerals, devotional talks, speeches, impromptu lessons, and other
related discourses will be highlighted. Additional instruction involving the building of one’s
preaching library, public speaking techniques, and filing/record-keeping systems will also be
emphasized. This class must be taken in conjunction with a second core class to complete the
total course credit requirement (4 hours).
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, class project (research paper or
sermon/lesson outlines).
Texts: Biblical Preaching: The Development and Delivery of Expository Messages, Haddon W.
Robinson
Credit: 2 Hours
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Course Descriptions
Preparation & Delivery of Sermons 2 (R)
This course is designed to be a hands-on, laboratory companion to the initial Preparation &
Delivery of Sermons course. Actual lesson outlines will be formulated and delivered before the
class, and in front of a video camera. Lessons will be critiqued by the course instructor, fellow
class members, and by the student themselves (when viewing the video tape of their
presentation with the course instructor). The course instructor may also elect to arrange for
male students to preach/teach on a one-time appointment for a local congregation. The host
congregation would be asked to submit a short, written evaluation of the student’s
performance.
Requirements (Credit): Lesson outlines to be used in lab assignments.
Texts: The Art of Public Speaking, Dale Carnegie
Credit: 2 Hours

Prison Epistles 1 (Ephesians & Philippians)
Textual study of the “prison letters” of Paul. Related discussion of various introductory matters
(authorship, dating, etc.), current day applications, difficult passages, and associated false
doctrines.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, weekly memory verse quizzes,
participation, attendance.
Texts: Outlined Commentaries, Bob Winton
Credit: 2 Hour

Prison Epistles 2 (Colossians & Philemon)
Course is designed as a continuation of Prison Epistles 1. Textual study which involves normal
introductory and background issues, along with contemporary applications of matters covered
by Paul. Some emphasis will be given to preaching and teaching from these epistles.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term exam, final exam, weekly memory verse quizzes,
participation, attendance.
Texts: Outlined Commentaries, Bob Winton
Credit: 1 Hour

Problems Facing the Church (R)
Focus on cultural, theological, political, and scientific currents that provide roots for changes in
the church. Subjects covered include: pattern theology, the “New Hermeneutic,” emotionalism,
authority of silence, female leadership, and ecumenism.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, attendance, participation.
Texts: Piloting the Strait, Dave Miller; Singing & New Testament Worship, Dave Miller.
Credit: 1 Hour

Proverbs & Ecclesiastes
Exegetical study of the Wisdom Literature of Solomon. Shared themes, Hebrew poetical
techniques, and contemporary applications will be emphasized.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance, participation.
Texts: Introduction to Wisdom Literature, L.E. Boadt.
Credit: 2 Hours
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Course Descriptions
Psalms & Song of Solomon
Textual study designed to help develop sermon material from each book. Selected emphases
will include: types of Psalms, relationship of selected Psalms to the New Testament, varied
methods of interpretation of the Song of Solomon (Naturalistic, Allegorical, & Typical).
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance, participation.
Texts: Explore the Book, J. S. Baxter.
Credit: 2 Hours

Revelation
An exegetical overview of the book. Attention will be given to varied approaches of
interpretation to Revelation, a through examination of the features of apocalyptic literature
(including symbols and numerology), as well the dating of the book and its implications
toward a correct understanding of its message.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance, participation.
Texts: Worthy Is The Lamb, Ray Summers; Revelation – Through 1st Century Glasses, W.B.
West.
Credit: 2 Hours

Romans
Verse by verse examination of the text, with special consideration to 1st century life for the
church in ancient Rome. Introductory issues such as date, place of writing, and make-up of the
congregation at Rome will be discussed.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance, participation.
Texts: Romans (Revised Edition), F.F. Bruce.
Credit: 2 Hours

Scheme of Redemption (R)
Path of God’s plan for redeeming man will be traced throughout Old and New Testament.
Emphases will include: God’s foreknowledge, progressive revelation of His plan through
prophecy, and the fulfillment of the plan by the sending of Christ.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, multiple pop quiz, class notes, attendance,
participation.
Texts: Scheme of Redemption, Robert Milligan.
Credit: 1 Hour

Synoptic Gospels
This course serves as an introduction to Matthew, Mark & Luke. Content serves as a survey of
life of Christ as found in each text. Emphases will also include an introduction to the existence
and ramifications of the “Synoptic Problem.”
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance, participation.
Texts: Life of Christ (Volumes 1-2), David Roper.
Credit: 2 Hours
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Course Descriptions
1-2 Thessalonians
Textual, verse-by-verse study of both epistles. Attention will be given to the background of the
church at Thessalonica, and especially as it relates to the issues and problems that Paul
addresses in the text. Modern application of Paul’s instruction will also be addressed.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance.
Texts: A Commentary on 1 & 2 Thessalonians, Burton Coffman.
Credit: 1 Hour

1-2 Timothy
Known as part of the “pastoral epistles,” these two letters to Timothy focus on the work of an
evangelist. The verse-by-verse study of this course will carefully examine this emphasis, along
with challenges faced in the life of the local church and all who are involved in ministry and
leadership.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance.
Texts: A Commentary of 1-2 Timothy, Burton Coffman.
Credit: 1 Hour

Titus
Course focus will lean heavily on Paul’s instructions for establishing an eldership in a local
church, inclusive of the work and “authority” of the evangelist. Additional emphasis will be
given to challenges facing congregations that exist in difficult logistical, cultural, and
theological environs.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance.
Texts: A Commentary on Titus & Philemon, Burton Coffman.
Credit: 1 Hour

World Religions
Examination of history, doctrines, writings, and worship of selected world religions. Special
emphasis will be given to current trends in dominant movements such as Islam. The authority
of the Bible and a comparison of the religions examined to the New Testament church will be
major themes throughout the course.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance.
Texts: Handbook of Today’s Religions, Josh McDowell.
Credit: 1 Hour

Youth Ministry (S)
This course will explore the value and rationale for youth ministry, and is designed to acquaint
the student with skills necessary for effective service in this area. Focus will include creativity,
learning styles, event planning, communication skills and techniques. The implementation of a
program of ministry within the framework of the local church as well as in various other
contexts will be discussed. Additional emphasis will be given to traditional adolescent issues
and a survey of curricula and materials that address these issues.
Requirements (Credit): Mid-term paper, final exam, class project, attendance.
Texts: Family-Based Youth Ministry: Reaching the Been-There, Done-That Generation, Mark
Devries.
Credit: 1 Hour
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Tuition & Textbooks
There is no cost for tuition, and there are no admission or matriculation fees at the Georgia
School of Preaching & Biblical Studies. All operational expenses, with the exception of
textbooks, are underwritten by the host and/or sponsoring congregation(s) of GSOP, as well as
through individual Christians who financially support the work of GSOP.
While GSOP does not openly solicit financial assistance from outside sources, we are always
grateful for any support, gift or endowment that may come from congregations or individuals
that see merit in our work.
Instructors will occasionally require different textbooks (and possibly some additional
materials) for their respective courses. The texts listed in the course descriptions represent
those used by Instructors who have taught, or are currently teaching, these course(s). Any
changes to the required texts in a particular course will be decided by the course Instructor and
local Campus Director, and included on the course syllabus normally distributed during the
first class session.
The cost of the books and materials for each course will be the responsibility of the student. If
this requirement presents a financial hardship, students are urged to obtain assistance from
their own home congregation. If no outside assistance is available, or in cases of genuine
hardship, GSOP is able underwrite the cost of textbooks for deserving students. Arrangements
for this concession should be made in advance, if possible, with the GSOP Director’s Office.
Textbooks are purchased through each respective campus, or through the GSOP Director’s
Office.
Please make checks payable to the congregation hosting the particular campus of GSOP where
the student is attending classes.

School Policy
The Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies accepts students from all walks of life.
There is no gender, racial, doctrinal or socio-economic barrier that would prevent anyone from
attending GSOP classes.
Those who become a part of our student body are expected to adhere to biblical principles and
standards of conduct, dress, and respect for others. Classroom behavior that detracts from a
positive and productive learning environment will be addressed by the Instructor and local
Campus Director.
Instructors are given the freedom to conduct their respective courses as they deem best, while
adhering to the general policies and procedures required of all GSOP faculty members. All
Campus Directors and Instructors will fairly and equitably enforce attendance requirements,
give attention to excessive tardiness, and respectfully address any and all concerns that may
arise - especially if such becomes a hindrance or obstacle to the orderly conduct of the class or
the local GSOP campus.
No person associated with GSOP, whether Director, Instructor, or student, will be allowed to
conduct themselves in any way that would cause embarrassment or humiliation to any other
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person attending classes or other GSOP events.
The Georgia School of Preaching & Biblical Studies stands unapologetically for truth. It is
inevitable that differences of opinion and conviction will occur in any given class or course. In
every circumstance, the highest exegetical standards, the most objectively sound principles of
interpretation, and the bold, but loving, proclamation of The Word of God (Ephesians 4:15) will
be consistently practiced and upheld.
Any questions or issues regarding GSOP Policy may be addressed at any time with the
Campus Director where the student attends, or with the GSOP Director’s Office.
Issues that may arise will be addressed and resolved in a fair and timely fashion, and as
mutually satisfactory as possible.

Ethics
Students attending GSOP will be expected, without exception, to adhere to the highest
standards of honesty, integrity, and Christian principles. No instances of plagiarism,
cheating, or other misconduct in relation to academics, class conduct, and/or any other
facet of student life will be tolerated. All class work, course assignments and
examinations, as well as all other academic requirements will be fulfilled by the
student who registers for the course.
Potential disciplinary cases in such matters will be handled by the Course Instructor,
with the oversight and full approval of the Campus Director, as well as the Office of
the GSOP Director. Any test, assignment, or other related course work that is deemed
to have been plagiarized or otherwise fraudulently completed will receive a failing
grade of “F.” Further disciplinary action will come at the discretion of the Course
Instructor, the Campus Director, and the Office of the GSOP Director.

Campus Information
For information on a campus near you, please consult the GSOP website
www.gsoponline.org), or call the Marietta campus offices at 770.971.9933. Course
schedules for individual campuses differ, and can be found on the school website.
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Notes
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